
                                         

 

Excelerate at Mintlaw Academy                                      

Mintlaw Academy is working in partnership with The Wood Foundation to achieve our vision for 

better preparing our young people for the future through its Excelerate investment. 

The Wood Foundation is developing and funding a number of opportunities for the team at Mintlaw 

Academy to think differently and put into action an education we believe is fit for the future. This 

focusses on how we work together as a school and wider community, and innovative learning and 

teaching methods. 

Head Teacher Linda Duthie said: 

“As a school, we know that learning means more than grades on an exam paper. We know 

we want to prepare our pupils to be ready for whatever path they wish to pursue. Excelerate 

is really opening our eyes to how we can make this happen.” 

Professional learning includes: 

- Study visits for our team to see first-hand innovative practice in schools so we can 

understand the opportunities for our school. 

- Project-based learning and oracy training – learning and teaching methods which will 

support the development of impactful experiences for students.  

We have recently welcomed Teresa Dawson to the team as our Business and Community Support 

Officer. Teresa will connect local employers and organisations with our teachers to develop 

opportunities which help bring the curriculum to life. She said: 

“I am delighted to be in post here at Mintlaw Academy. This is a supportive community and I 

know there will be so many opportunities for us all to work together to make sure learning is 

relevant and having a real impact.” 

Mintlaw Academy is part of a network of 11 schools being supported through the Excelerate 

investment which has the following goals: 

 Engaged, informed, motivated, and empowered young people 

Upskilled, confident teachers with strengthened pedagogy 

Deeper relationships and activities between schools, employers, and the wider community 

More high-quality and diverse learning pathways 

Programmes Director Georgea Hughes said: 

“It is a pleasure to work with the team at Mintlaw Academy and we are excited about how 

their vision for change will be achieved. Teresa is an important part of that puzzle, alongside 

the commitment to professional learning, collaboration, and an open mindset.” 


